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AGM

The AGM was held on September 19th, 2015.  The executive committee was elected.  The 
following motions were passed.

1. I.C.P.  calls  on  the  Government  not  to  renew  the  Irish  naval  operation  in  the  
Mediterranean once  the  L.E.  Samuel  has  completed  its  deployment,  as  they  are  
effectively assisting the people smugglers and thereby putting further lives in danger.

2. I.C.P. deplores the Department of Justice’s whole-scale granting of leave-to-remain to 
those  who  fail  the  protection  process,  in  what  is  effectively  an  under-the-radar  
amnesty, and calls  on the Department to allow leave-to-remain to failed applicants 
only in the most exceptional circumstances. 

MRCI campaign to legalise illegal immigrants 

In  our  last  newsletter  we  said  that  we  had  contacted  the  Oireachtas  Justice  Committee, 
seeking to appear before them to make a counter-argument to the presentation made by the 
Migrant Rights Centre of Ireland who were seeking a scheme to regularise illegal immigrants.  
The newsletter contained the written submission we sent to the committee.  

On April 1st, 2015 two members of the ICP committee presented our arguments to the 
Oireachtas committee.  The video of the proceedings may be viewed on the homepage of 
our  website.  The  Justice  Committee  wrote  to  the  Minister,  Frances  Fitzgerald,  on  18th 

November recommending the regularisation of illegals on the basis of the MRCI scheme.  We 
are not aware of the Minister having formally replied, but her position was made clear in an 
answer to a parliamentary question from Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn on January 27 th, 
2016. 

Question
Deputy Pádraig Mac Lochlainn asked the Minister for Justice and Equality to ensure the 
regularisation of undocumented migrants in the State through a fair and pragmatic system as 
outlined by the Migrant Rights Centre in a presentation to the Joint Committee on Justice, 
Defence and Equality in 2015. 

Answer
Minister for Justice and Equality (Deputy Frances Fitzgerald): I am aware of the proposals 
regarding  regularisation  which  have  been  put  forward  by  the  Migrant  Rights  Centre  of 
Ireland and I have met with their representatives, as have my officials, on a non-committal 
basis,  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of  elaborating  their  proposals  at  first  hand.  I  also 
acknowledge that a good deal of thought has gone into the proposals. 
However I have no plans to implement a regularisation programme of the type proposed. As 
highlighted in replies to previous parliamentary questions EU Member States have committed  
"to use only case-by-case regularisation, rather than generalised regularisation, under national 
law, for humanitarian or economic reasons". 



There is a clear obligation on anyone coming to live and work in the State to respect our 
laws. In this regard it remains the responsibility of all non-EEA nationals who are resident in 
the State to ensure that they have an appropriate permission from the Minister for Justice and 
Equality and the great majority of migrants fully comply with this condition. I am conscious 
that any significant departure from well established policies will invariably have implications 
for our immigration controls and the smooth functioning of the Common Travel Area with the 
United Kingdom. 
It  remains  open  to  any  foreign  national,  who  finds  him or  herself  in  an  undocumented 
situation, to return to their home country and apply to re-enter the State or, alternatively, to 
approach the immigration authorities to seek permission to remain in the State. Such cases 
would be carefully considered, taking the all relevant circumstances into account, before any 
final  decision  was  made.  An  important  factor  in  any  such  consideration  would  be  the 
circumstances  in  which  the  person  concerned  became  undocumented.  Following  such  a 
process it is reasonable for the State to expect that people will respect this decision.

International Protection Act 2015 

There are 2 good news stories in this Act.  At last – after an inexcusable 9 years – we have a  
“single procedure.”  No longer must asylum seekers go through an asylum application first 
and only when that has failed, apply for subsidiary protection, unlike all other EU countries.

Now they will make an application for protection and a single decision will be made to give 
them refugee status or subsidiary protection or neither.  This will cut down the time involved 
and should speed up deportation.  It should also minimise any excuse for wholesale “leave to 
remain” being given to those who have failed because of the attitude that “they have been 
here a long time; we will let them stay for humanitarian reasons.”

Secondly, a loophole has been closed which arose from a High Court judgement of December 
17th, 2013.  The court ruled that the law did not give the Gardaí the right to enter a dwelling to  
arrest people for deportation.  This has been remedied in the Act. 

Leave to remain

In the last  newsletter,  we said that we had learned that a large number of failed asylum 
seekers had, nevertheless, been getting leave to remain.  We subsequently got statistics on 
that.  

Year No. of unsuccessful protection 
applicants  granted leave to remain

2008 1,025
2009 479
2010 161
2011 749
2012 382
2013 598
2014 626
Total 4,020

One of the recommendations of the  Working  Group on Direct Provision was that anyone 
more than 5 years in the asylum system should be given leave to remain.
As a result a total of 1,384 were granted permission to remain in 2015.



Immigration in Ireland: Annual Review 2015

This is now on the Department of Justice’s website.  A few facts from it:- 

 The number of citizens from non-EU countries legally living here at the end of 2015 
rose to approximately to 114,000 compared to 105,000 at the end of 2014. 

 Over 13,500 people became Irish citizens in 2015. 
 Ireland  will  accept  up  to  4,000  persons  under  EU  Relocation  and  Resettlement 

programmes.
 Rise in asylum applications: 3,276 applications  were received in 2015, a  rise of 

127% on the 2014 number of 1,448 which was itself a 53% rise on 2013.  The top 3 
countries of applications were Pakistan, Bangladesh and Albania.

WhichCandidate.ie

The above, very useful, website was online during the election campaign.  Each candidate 
was asked several questions so that voters could choose the candidates who were most in 
agreement with their point of view.

One question asked was: 
Should we accept more refugees in Ireland than we currently do?

Candidates could choose from the following responses.
 Yes, we should accept a greater number of refugees.
 No, we accept enough already.
 No, we should accept fewer refugees than we currently do.
 None of the above. 

Candidates took a common party line, in some cases adding a party comment.  The responses 
from the main parties were:

Fine Gael No, we accept enough already.
Comment.  “We will continue to offer safe haven for refugees under 
EU and UN resettlement and relocation programmes while also getting 
tougher on abuses of our migration system”.

Fianna Fáil No, we accept enough already.

Sinn Féin Yes, we should accept a greater number of refugees.

Labour Party Yes, we should accept a greater number of refugees.
Comment: “In response to the current crisis, Ireland has already agreed 
to relocate / resettle up to 4,000 people through various mechanisms.  
A more co-ordinated and coherent EU response to the current crisis is 
needed”.

AAA/PBP Yes, we should accept a greater number of refugees.
Comment: “We are opposed to imperial intervention in Syria which  
has caused the humanitarian catastrophe.  People fleeing bombs and  
ISIS terror should be welcomed”.



Social Democrats Yes, we should accept a greater number of refugees.

Green Party Yes, we should accept a greater number of refugees.
Comment: “Ireland should work within the EU to establish a system 
where each country accepts a quota of refugees fleeing bloody             
conflicts in Syria, Afghanistan etc.” 

November conference

The PRO attended an EMN conference in November on work permits and the labour market. 
It was mentioned that one-third of the work permits we issue are in the area of medicine, one-
third in the ICT area, the final third varied, but sales and marketing has recently been coming 
to the fore.

The  four  big  accounting  companies  are,  for  the  first  time,  getting  applications  from the 
Philippines, apparently because of their difficulty in getting into the US.

Apparently, the Minister receives letters and parliamentary questions every week on the lines 
of:  “Why  are  you  giving  work  permits;  I  can’t  get  a  job.”   Presumably,  however,  the 
complainants are not working in the areas mentioned above.

Several of the attendees, from the catering and hospitality sector, complained of a massive 
shortage of chefs.

Au pairs

The issue of au pairs and their possible exploitation has recently been in the news. There are 
about 20,000 au pairs in the country. Apparently 50% or so of au pairs in Ireland are from 
Brazil.  This would indicate, as admitted by John McManus, writing in the Irish Times on 
March 9th, that we are talking about, very largely, illegal immigrants.  

Election ad

ICP encountered difficulty in placing an ad in the press during the election campaign.  Even 
though the text of the ad was extremely mild and inoffensive 

“Everybody is concerned about immigration – except the politicians. 
Ask all candidates their immigration policy” 

the Irish Independent refused to carry the ad.  The Irish Times did so on Saturday, February 
20th.
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