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AGM

The 2017 AGM was held on 7th October.  The executive committee was elected.  The following 
motion was passed:
ICP calls  on  the  Government,  particularly  the  Taoiseach,  Minister  for  Housing,  Minister  for 
Business,  Enterprise  and  Innovation,  Minister  for  Education  and  Minister  for  Justice  to 
acknowledge that the constant immigration influx is a major factor in the housing crisis and to take 
measures to curb immigration accordingly.

ICP     20     Years     Founded  

ICP was founded on 13th January 1998.   In January many media outlets, print, digital, radio and 
TV, were invited to interview ICP on “where are we in relation to immigration 20 years on?” Only 
one outlet, Tipp FM, took up the invitation, surely an indication that, other than where there is a 
human interest sob-story, the Irish media does not recognise immigration as an issue to be covered. 

Right to Work for Asylum   S  eekers   

When it  was indicated that the Supreme Court would strike down the blanket  ban on asylum 
seekers working, ICP sent the following letter to the Minister for Justice:

We write in relation to the Supreme Court ruling of 30 th May 2017 on international protection 
applicants  and  the  right  to  work.   The  judgement  acknowledges  that  the  government  has 
considerable  latitude  in  its  response  to  the  ruling,  and  we  urge  that,  on  the  broad  spectrum 
available from a lax to a rigorous regime, the government response should approach the latter. 

We do so for the following reasons: 
In 1999, when a limited right to work was introduced, a spike in applications followed.  

Applicants see this right as a very valuable “good” and since by far the majority of applicants fail 
because they are not found to be deserving of protection,  they should not be rewarded in this 
manner for their unfounded applications.  

We are currently living through a period of great uncertainty.
When the UK leaves the EU we will be the only English-speaking country in the EU and with  
English  as a  virtual  worldwide lingua franca,  we are likely to  be subject  to  strong,  increased 
migratory pressure.
It is a favourite mantra of protection advocates that Ireland is one of only two EU countries which 
does not allow the right to work.  This is extremely disingenuous.  The UK allows work only in 



listed shortage occupations, so much so that the Refugee Council in the UK has stated that only a 
very small number of applicants may work.  Even Sweden, which has had a very liberal reputation, 
severely restricts the right to work.  

If the government is not going to go for restrictions on category of work, as the UK does, it would 
seem reasonable that it should go for an appreciably longer temporal restriction than the UK. 

This is the second recent ruling, coming after the Balchand ruling of 15 Dec 2016 which raises  
potential  difficulty  for the State in controlling migration and it  requires the government to  be 
resistant to pressures while respecting, of course, the court’s ruling.

Submission     on     Governance     of     Charities      

There has been much discussion recently on the funding rules for NGO’s and civil society 
groupings.  (The Amnesty International / SIPO row being the most prominently covered, also 
SIPO more generally).   

The Charities Regulator sought submissions on Governance of Charities in late 2017. It was 
probably not envisaged that this would relate to the matters mentioned above, but in the view of 
ICP it was equally relevant.  Below is our submission to the Regulator:

In a democracy one expects that the different civil society groupings who wish to promote and 
lobby for various political policies will operate on a level playing field. It is the case that many 
charities will operate as lobbying groups also, pushing for particular public policies. This is 
evidenced by the many organisations which are on the Charities Register but who will be found 
also on the Lobbying Register.

Unfortunately, the regulatory system in Ireland, by having different funding rules for what are 
called “third parties” ( basically NGOs or lobby groups  who are not charities) who must register 
with SIPO, and charities who register with the Charities Regulator, does not allow for a level 
playing field.

Immigration Control Platform, registered with SIPO, will frequently seek opposite policies from 
the Immigrant Council of Ireland, the Migrant Rights Centre, Nasc etc. Immigration Control 
Platform, under SIPO, is severely restricted as regards funding. We may not receive more than 
€2,500 in a particular year from any donor and no funding from outside the state except from an 
Irish citizen. No such restrictions apply to the charities mentioned above.
We have no option but to accept that legal framework, but we are at least entitled to be assured that 
the charities will confine themselves to the areas of political lobbying to which the Charities Act 
limits them. We refer to the term “excluded body” and the meaning given it in the Act (Section 2: 
Interpretation) 
“b) a body that promotes a political cause, unless the promotion of that cause relates DIRECTLY 

(our emphasis) to the advancement of the charitable purposes of that body”.
This is equivalent to saying that an organisation may only be recognised as a charity if the political 
causes it promotes are DIRECTLY related to its charitable purposes. This is frequently not the case.



Organisations go beyond their brief, probably feeling that being “on the side of the angels” as they 
would see it, they do not have to check if they are within their brief. A classic example, predating 
the charity regulations is when, around 1998 or so, all of the international development 
organisations such as Trócaire, Concern etc. formed the Asylum Rights Alliance to make demands 
regarding how the asylum system in Ireland should operate. This was entirely outside their brief.

Recently Oxfam, including Oxfam (Ireland), have taken a political position on taxation, producing 
a report identifying tax havens and calling on the EU to identify Ireland as such. This is not their 
brief. They might say that if governments got in more tax, then they could give more in aid, but no 
one could say that seeking to change tax policy is DIRECTLY related to Oxfam (Ireland)’s 
charitable purposes.

Immigration control being our area of interest, the following examples are particularly noteworthy. 
We would understand, and the public, we are sure, would understand that in the case of the 
Immigrant Council of Ireland their brief is to work for the welfare of immigrants already in 
Ireland, not the promotion of further immigration ( except , of course, a proper and limited family 
reunification). However, the Lobbying Register shows that they engaged in political lobbying for 
the following purposes:
“To ensure Ireland takes a lead on Search and Rescue

Legal access for refugees and

Integration plans for those arriving here”   Date published 19 Jan 2016
The third element is DIRECTLY part of their brief and therefore acceptable political lobbying; the 
first two are not.

The Migrant Rights Centre reported similar lobbying about the use of the navy in the Lobbying 
Register: published 18 May 2016.
On the website of the Immigrant Council of Ireland; Campaigns-Refugee Crisis- Our Solutions, 
we read: “We were part of a coalition of civil society groups which successfully advocated for a 
Government commitment to accept 200 unaccompanied minors from France.”
As above, this is political activity not DIRECTLY related to their charitable purposes.
From the reference to “coalition” you will see that the Immigrant Council of Ireland was not the 
only charity involved in this.

Governance of charities must surely include ensuring that, as required by the legislation, political 
activity must be limited to what is DIRECTLY related to their charitable purpose. It is not for us to 
be prescriptive as to how this is enforced, but a possible way is for the governance code to include 
reference to this requirement, emphasising the word “DIRECTLY”. Sample scenarios of “direct” 
and “indirect” and therefore of allowed and disallowed could be included. It would be advisable 
for the Charities Regulator to check against the Lobbying Register.
Charities should be advised that a breach of this ruling puts their charitable status at risk. 
Project     Ireland     2040  



Government has told us, in relation to this, that Ireland may expect an extra 1 million people to be 
added to the population by 2040.  Simon Coveney, on radio, said that probably 50% of this 
increase would be due to immigration.  No indication was given about what proportion of this 
would be EU immigration, over which we have no control, and what proportion would be non-EU. 
This would mean that by 2040 one in five of the population would be immigrant. Irish people have 
never been asked if this is what they want. 

Pressure     to     allow     Work     Permits     for     the     Lower-Skilled  

It was reported in the Irish Independent, January 8th that the of Department Business, Enterprise 
and Innovation was coming under pressure to allow work permits for the lower skilled in certain 
sectors. A review of work permits is currently being undertaken. The Minister, while 
acknowledging that we still have 244,000 unemployed and that there are 18.5 million unemployed 
across the EU, nevertheless spoke out of the two sides of her mouth, indicating that certain sectors 
might have to be accommodated. 

Up to now work permits were allowed only for higher skilled and in 2017, almost 9,000 were 
issued.  

Immigration     Pressure     from     the     Education     Sector  

As part of Irish Educated Globally Connected, Richard Bruton’s 2016-2020 plan for international 
education in Ireland, it is planned to increase the number of student visas for Higher Education 
Institutes from 33,000 to 44,000.  It must be remembered that this is not a question of “study and 
return home”, but that graduates may stay on for a year to see if they can get employment in 
Ireland. 

It is planned to increase the number of those studying in English language colleges from 106,000 
to 132,500.  In many cases this is used as a method of accessing the labour market. 

Conference     and     Seminar     A  ttendance     

In November, two members of the committee attended a conference on Migrant Family 
Reunification and ICP made a contribution during Q&A.  

In February, two committee members attended a seminar on Work Permits for the Lower-Skilled 
(see above) and made a contribution during Q&A.  
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