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A.G.M.

The A.G.M. was held in Dublin on Saturday 22nd September 2012.  The Executive Committee 
was selected.  The following motions were passed:-

1. ICP deplores the fact that the Labour Party at its 2012 Annual Conference attacked the 
rights of Irish citizens and workers by adopting a policy of the regularisation of illegals.

2. ICP deplores the effective amnesty for "timed out students", some going back as far as 
1999 which is currently being implemented; every such case representing a job taken 
from an Irish person.

3. ICP calls on the government to have Ireland join the ERPUM (European Return Platform 
for  Unaccompanied  Minors)  for  the  repatriation  of  rejected  asylum-seeking children 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  18,  which  programme  is  already  operated  by  the  UK, 
Norway, Sweden and the Netherlands and warns that since the UK is in this programme 
and Ireland is not we will become a target for such asylum-seeking children.

4. Immigration Control Platform calls upon the Irish government to protect and defend the 
best interest of the people of Ireland in matters relating to migration and citizenship, 
when dealing with Constitutional changes and a new European treaty.

It was decided to send a letter to Kevin Bakhurst, the new Managing Director of News and 
Current Affairs at RTE since he was beginning his career with the station and in light of what  
was being said at the time about “group think” in RTE.  We made the point that RTE has been 
biased in its coverage of immigration matters and very reluctant to use us.  We expressed our 
hope for more balanced coverage in future.  

Labour Party Treachery

Just  after  our  last  newsletter,  at  their  Annual  Conference  in  April  2012,  the  Labour  Party 
unanimously passed a motion to regularise the estimated 30,000 illegal immigrants in Ireland. 
Included in the motion was the following:-

“Conference believes that Ireland has the opportunity to provide a humanitarian and pragmatic 
solution for undocumented migrants by introducing an Earned Regularisation Scheme. An Earned 
Regularisation Scheme is a solution which gives undocumented people a window of opportunity to 
come forward and earn their way to a permanent residency status by fulfilling specific criteria such 
as working, paying taxes, and contributing to the community over time. Such a scheme would yield 
significant benefits for Irish society by generating additional tax contributions, enhancing 
governance of immigration, improving overall public security, integration, law enforcement and 
compliance”.

No, those are not typos.  They claim that this would “enhance the governance of immigration”!!



That  it  would  “improve  law  enforcement  and  compliance”!!   Conor  Cruise  O’Brien  was 
obviously right when he said that in discourse on immigration, “cognitive degeneration” sets in. 
(Essays on the Eve of the Millennium; The Guarded Palace).

It should be noted that because one is working illegally, that does not mean one is not paying 
taxes.  You do not have to be legal in Ireland to have a PPS number.  

This motion is blatant treachery on the part of the Labour Party.  

Amnesty for “Timed-Out” Students

Just before the change of government a new regime was brought in for non-EU students, to 
operate from 1 January 2011.  One of the reforms in this regime was a maximum of seven years 
in which you could be resident on a student visa.  Visas had been renewed and renewed by 
“students” whose aim was to live permanently in Ireland.  Crucially, this was explicitly stated 
to apply to those already in the scheme.  In reply to a parliamentary question on 24 th October, 
Alan Shatter brazenly declared that he had implemented the 7 year maximum.  What he did not 
say was that he had just introduced a scheme to give an amnesty to all those who arrived on a 
student visa before January 1st, 2005.  These may now live and work here forever.  
Google “2004 Student Probationary Extension” to read details.   They may not access social  
welfare; they must work.  Most of them are probably currently doing so illegally.  A FOI request 
was sent in to find out how many had registered for the scheme.  The answer was 2,661.  That  
means 2,661 people are unemployed who should be in those jobs.  

This is the treachery perpetrated by a government which claims that jobs are its first priority. 
Great efforts were made by ICP with press releases, pickets on Burgh Quay while registration 
was taking place, the Dept. of Justice a few days later, the Dáil as it reopened on January 16. 
Contacts were made with specific journalists.  Yet, the matter has remained under the radar. This 
would not happen covertly in Britain or probably anywhere in Europe. 

Dispersal Accommodation

Since the Magdalen Laundries Report, there has been a concerted effort by asylum advocates 
and media to  suggest  that  in future years  an Irish government  will  have to  make a  similar 
apology to those who have been in dispersal accommodation for asylum seekers.  A lot of this 
has  been  based  on  a  sloppy  reading  of  a  recent  report  from  the  Refugee  Council,  “State 
sanctioned child poverty and exclusion:  the  case  of  children  in  accommodation  for  asylum 
seekers”, September 2012.

This  is  a  report  of  complaints  from  over  a  12  year  period  from  people  in  dispersal  
accommodation.  It is simply a list of complaints.  There is no evidence of whether or not there 
is a basis for the complaints. Of course people will complain; they want private accommodation. 
Wouldn’t we all?  Complaints about food in an institutional setting are inevitable; how many 
boarding schools will get a good verdict for their food from students?

Yet Carl O’Brien of the Irish Times, for example writes of “documentary evidence” of “grinding 
poverty, malnutrition and overcrowding.”



The last, overcrowding, may have some basis.  One supposes that if someone says “My wife and 
I share a bedroom with our teenage children” that this is the case.  Other than that, you just have 
a list of complaints by people who would like to be moved to private accommodation.  The 
difficulties arise from the length of stay.  This is for the most part due to the continued efforts of  
the residents to prevent their deportation, by appeals and judicial reviews ad nauseam. 

There is, however, one area in which, as we have said for years past, the government is to blame 
and that is the fact that they have still not brought in the “single procedure” whereby an asylum 
application and subsidiary protection application could be dealt with as one application rather 
than consecutively.  We are the only EU country in this situation. 

This is due to the delay with the  Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill which we have 
been complaining about for years.   The excuse was that legal  draughtsmen were busy with 
legislation demanded by the Troika, such as the insolvency legislation.  Maybe they will finally 
get to it now. 

Of Interest

Concurrent with Ireland’s presidency of the EU, there is a lecture series in Trinity College.  For 
the lecture of March 6th, “Between the ‘Blue Card’ and Circular Migration: The Crisis of the 
EU’s  Immigration  Policy  for  Third-Country  Nationals”,  there  is  a  very  interesting  opening 
paragraph in the information note on the website of the European Commission in Ireland.  

“Barring the United Kingdom and Ireland, the rest of Europe has traditionally been known as 
‘fortress Europe’ so far as its links of migration with the outside world is concerned. Europe 
has however moved away from this position of being closed to immigrants, apparently 
borrowing from the experience of the UK and Ireland in being open to migration to and from 
the third-countries”.

It is not clear if these are the words of the lecturer, an Indian academic, or someone else.  

E.C.R. Report

The Employment Research Centre at Trinity College produced an interesting report in 2005, but 
which  is  probably  still  relevant.   It  is  called  “Why  migration  to  Ireland  reinforces  skills 
shortages when it is supposed to alleviate them: the case of the software industry”. 

The author, Ian Bruff, argues that there are 3 reasons why we import so many software people.  
They are 

a) That our education system is not as wonderful as we claim.
b) That companies prefer to bring in software people rather than train their employees in 

new computer languages etc.
c) That individual decisions by Irish and foreigners reinforce the system.  In the case of 

Irish, not choosing this career path, and in the case of foreigners, either leaving again or 
changing to managerial rather than programming type work. 

[His claim about people leaving again is unreliable as it is based on people’s statement of intent, 
which in relation to immigration is notoriously unreliable.  People begin by saying they are not 
staying and then circumstances change.]  He says:-



“We should start thinking about how the skills shortage can be tackled via acknowledging the 
following: there is not a worker shortage; the Irish population is not one of the best educated in 
Europe; companies both react to and produce skills shortages through their recruitment and training 
policies; students make choices that restrict the number of potential future Irish employees in the 
software industry; and the career and life choices made by the migrants reinforce the software 
industry’s reliance on the willingness of people to migrate to Ireland on a continuous basis. In 
summary, the skills shortage is produced by a combination of domestic factors, and the employment 
of migrants reinforces rather than alleviates it”. 

The paper is  a  short  one  of  6  pages and may be accessed by going to  www.tcd.ie/ecr and 
choosing “Labour Market Observatory”.

Information Leaflet 

We updated  our  Information  Leaflet  in  Autumn  2012.   Two  copies  are  enclosed  for  your 
information and possibly passing on to others.  

EMN Conference – December 2012 

At this conference one speaker referred to the  Immigration, Residence and Protection Bill as 
having the “longest gestation in Irish legislative history”.  It was also remarked that after the Bill  
passed it would be about 18 months before it could be implemented.  

In relation to the right to work for asylum seekers, it was interesting to see the reality that can lie 
behind a  country’s  claim that  it  gives the  right  to  work.  A Swedish  speaker  who initially 
referred to them giving the right to work, later clarified the matter interestingly.  Only those who 
show proof of identity and cooperate with the authorities are given the right to work.  Most 
prefer to hide their identities to frustrate deportation and pass, therefore, on the right to work. 
Sweden also has detention centres, which we do not. 

Reference was made to the determination of people to stay in the State.  Currently, in Ireland, 
children do not apply separately for asylum and you have last  minute applications to avoid 
deportation.  

An  interesting  point  made  was  that  the  more  recent,  “improved”  practice  of  putting 
unaccompanied minors into foster care has made the subsequent move to direct provision more 
traumatic.  
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